VILLIERS STREET
Look and Feel
The scheme extends from the Embankment Station
side of the railway bridge on Embankment Place,
through Villiers Street, and ends at the Strand.
The preferred option that has been developed
incorporates a timed pedestrian and cycle
zone along the length of Villiers Street between
Embankment Place and John Adam Street, and full
pedestrianisation on Villiers Street between John
Adam street and the Strand.
The footway and carriageway within Villiers Street
(between Embankment Place and John Adam
Street) are proposed to be laid with granite setts.
The carriageway will be laid with an increased
construction depth to allow for vehicle weight/
vehicle loading, as per Westminster Standards.

Removable bollards, described in further detail in
Board 4 are proposed at the following locations,
to enable access for maintenance or emergency
services for the Embankment or Charing Cross
Underground Stations. These are located outside
Embankment Station and at the junction of Villiers
and John Adams Streets.
‘Matador’ mechanically operated bollards are
proposed on Embankment Place and John Adam
Street to enforce the timed road closure.

Embankment Station forecourt and the section of
Villiers Street between John Adam Street and the
Strand, will be paved with standard WCC specification
‘Scoutmoor’ yorkstone paving, to highlight the
dedicated pedestrian areas within the scheme.
No formal traffic lanes are proposed, and no formal
loading bays are proposed on Villiers Street.
Traffic Management Order consultation (TMO
consultation) will be completed in future stages.
Equally there will be no kerbs, or road markings
within the pedestrianised zone, aside from the area
outside Victoria Embankment Gardens, which is
currently proposed to be bounded by a flush kerb.
A significant feature of the proposal is removal of
the existing steps outside the Victoria Embankment
Gardens to unlock some additional space for
pedestrian activity. This lowers the surface level
near the road and places new relocated steps at the
entrance to the gardens itself. Lowering the levels in
this area is subject to further investigation regarding
existing tree roots from within the gardens and the
impact on the existing wall structure.
BOLLARDS
Permanent bollards are proposed along one side
of Villiers Street to ensure that there is always a
dedicated, safe, space for pedestrians at any time
of the day or night.

Cannon bollard
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The diagram below illustrates how and where each material could be applied
to the three spaces in the scheme to achieve the vision set out in the site
opportunities plan. The main gateway spaces are greeted with a Yorkstone
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20MPH OPERATING SPEED

20

PRIVATE FORECOURT RESURFACING

The borough wide roll-out of 20mph is
expected to be completed prior to the start
of works, if these proposals go ahead.
Therefore it should be assumed that the
speed limit here will also be 20 mph.

It is assumed that all private forecourts will be
retained as per existing, and new footway paving
materials will tie into private boundaries.

Better provision for
pedestrians and cyclists
along Villiers Street
Retained access to
John Adam Street

Retained access to
Charing Cross Station

New seating and
planting feature

Removable bollards
for emergency access

DRAINAGE DESIGN
All proposed carriageway gully
(drain) covers will be standard
Westminster City Council cycle
friendly gully covers. All existing
gullies within the scheme extent
will be surveyed and repaired if
required as part of this scheme.
A number of new gullies will also
be installed as part of the scheme
which will improve the existing
drainage within the area and
provide sustainable benefits, extra
resilience against surface water
ponding/flooding etc.
RECYCLING BINS
It is assumed that all existing
recycling bins will be retained and
relocated if necessary.
SEATING
A proposed planter with built in
seats is being considered for
installation on Villiers Street to
the north of John Adam Street
and which will provide additional
amenity to the area.
LIGHTING
A lighting review has been
completed and new lighting is
proposed to be installed to meet
the required standard, which
includes LED upgrades.
New lighting columns (Small
Grey Wornum columns as per
WCC standard) and wall mounted
lighting to be installed along the
full length of Villiers Street.

Proposed lighting

Phone Box
It is expected that the existing black phone box outside Victoria Embankment Gardens
will be relocated as part of these proposals.

